Web Appendix 2. Unadjusted associations, pre-and post-recession
The figure below shows the unadjusted association of the increase in unemployment in each area before (years 2005-2007) and after (2008) (2009) (2010) ) the onset of recession with the change in suicides. While a significant association is observed for both men (r = 0.29, p=0.005) and women (r = 0.25, p=0.014), this unadjusted correlation may over estimate the association as compared to the fixed effects model. Since unemployment is a 'lagging indicator of the economy, it has been speculated that the anticipation of unemployment may create fear and anxiety, corresponding to elevated risks of suicides. As shown below, such effects were not observed in our model. Where i is the English area (based on the NUTS3 area classification) and t is the year. ∆ is the first-year difference of log suicides and claimants, expressed as the percentage change; β is the coefficient describing the percentage increase in suicides associated with each percentage increase in the number of unemployed claimants. μ is a set of region dummy variables, and t is a time-trend.
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